SOURCES OF EVIDENCE
Evidence, or data, not only comes from a variety of sources it also comes from several levels in the school system. Each level of evidence provides different information:

· Classroom data informs instruction and tracks progress of individual students 

· School / community data tracks progress and informs school practices / policies / goals and objectives.

· District / community data tracks trends and informs district practices / policies / goals and objectives.

· Provincial data tracks trends over time and reveals patterns and systemic strengths and weaknesses. 

In most cases, schools rely most heavily on data that is collected closest to students.  Classroom assessments and observations, when used effectively, tend to be the most useful for teachers and parents.  The other sources of data and evidence help tell the story behind the data.  Comparing them to the classroom data provides a more complete picture.
Ideally, the data you collect is used to make decisions and take action.  Don’t just collect it, do something with it!

Questions to consider when collecting evidence:
Does the data you collect:

· inform and adjust instruction?

· highlight areas of strength and areas of concern?

· focus effort and energy toward specific goals, targets and strategies?

· direct attention and resources to the students and programs who require them?

· include classroom, school and district/provincial level information?

Types of Classroom Evidence
Classroom evidence, or data, provides information about what is happening with student learning and success.  Classroom data can look at individual students or groups of students (cohorts).  It can be used to help inform instruction; provide feedback to students, teacher, and parent; inform reporting; and track achievement trends.  

Many districts have developed classroom assessment instruments that can be used by the classroom teachers to assess their students.  The results can then be collated for school, and district results.  The teacher may use the information at the classroom level to identify student strengths and weaknesses, and to inform ongoing instruction.  The school may collate the information to see how they are doing as a school.  The district may then collect the same information from all schools in order to assess progress as a district.

Examples of classroom-based data include:

· Unit tests and quizzes

· B.C. Performance Standards (reading, writing, numeracy and social responsibility)

· Report card marks

· Observation checklists

· Observation notes

· Performance assessments developed by teacher, school team or district

· Attendance information

Types of School Evidence

School data looks at the information that can be taken from individual schools.  Often school data is a collection of classroom data that has been summarized at the school level.  This information provides a picture of student achievement at the school level.  School data can provide direction for where to allocate resources and where the greatest student needs are.

School level data can help to inform instruction; monitor achievement of groups of students and individual students, provide feedback, inform reporting, track achievement trends, inform school-wide decision making and inform school plans. 

Examples of school-based data include:

· Primary reading assessments

· School-wide writes

· Report card marks

· BC Performance Standards (school-based assessment tools)

· Participation rates

· School surveys

· Behaviour reports

· Attendance information

· Final exam marks

· Satisfaction surveys

· School developed surveys of student, parent and teacher attitudes

Types of District Evidence
District data looks at the information that can be taken from each district.  District data can help inform decisions that need to be made in terms of staffing, funding and where the greatest needs are for the community.  This information may also help identify groups of vulnerable students or schools in need of support.

District level data can help to inform instruction; track achievement of students; inform in-service planning; insure accountability; inform resource allocation; provide schools with school to district comparisons; identify groups that are not succeeding; and to inform school and district planning. Some examples of district data is the collection of classroom and school data which has been summarized and collated at the district level.

Examples of district-based data include:

· District assessments (e.g., reading, mathematics)

· District wide write

· Report card marks

· Participation rates 

· District satisfaction survey

· Discipline records

· Demographic information by school

Types of Provincial Evidence
Provincial data looks at the information that can be taken from across the province in terms of student performance and success rates.  This data is meant to provide a snapshot of achievement across the province.  This data reflects a moment in time and one piece of evidence which, when considered over a number of years, can illuminate trends.  Classroom, school and district evidence combined with provincial data can provide a more complete picture of achievement.

Examples of Provincial data include:

· Foundation Skills Assessments (FSA) – Grade 4 and 7

· Ministry of Education Satisfaction Survey

· Dogwood Completion Rate

· Provincial Exams - Grade 10, 11 and 12 

· Grade to Grade Transitions

Considerations when Collecting Evidence:

Most schools have lots of information about student learning.   Schools and districts focus on collecting information from a variety of sources. When faced with the task of collecting data it is important to consider the following:

· What else do we want to know?  

· What other evidence do we need?

· Do we need all this data?  

· Is there some data that we can stop collecting?

The types of data you choose to collect will determine the kinds of conversations your team will have.  How you work with the data and what questions you ask will form the basis of your data analysis.  How you analyze the data will guide your goal-setting.
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