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Education in BC - Commonly Used Terms
*Terms in bold are cross-referenced within the document
	Term
	Definition
	Use

	Assessment
	Gathering of information about what a student knows, understands and is able to do.

	Provides teachers, students and parents with feedback about student achievement, as well as information for program planning and accountability.


	Assessment, Authentic
(also known as ‘perfomance assessment’)

	Assessment tasks that evaluate students’ abilities in the real world and in school. 

	Used to assess students’ many kinds of abilities, in contexts that closely resemble the actual situations in which those abilities are used.  Provides teachers, students, parents with feedback about student achievement. 

Examples:  conducting science experiments, writing stories and letters, reading and interpreting literature, solving math problems that have real-world applications, keeping journals.


	Assessment, Classroom
	A variety of assessment methods used by teachers in the classroom which are formative and summative in nature.

	Provides information for teachers’ instructional decisions as well as student self-monitoring and reporting to parents and students.

Examples:  the BC Performance Standards tasks and rating scales, observations, projects, teacher-made tests and quizzes and portfolios.



	Assessment, Formative 
(also known as ‘Assessment for Learning’)
	Occurs when teachers feed information back to students at regular intervals in ways that enable the students to learn better, or when a student can engage in a similar self-reflective process.  
‘Assessment as Learning’ extends the role of formative assessment by emphasizing the role of the student in the assessment and learning process.  Assessment tools are used during the learning process to help students identify how well they are learning and to point to ways for ongoing improvement before the learning is finally assessed.

	Used in classrooms to 1) provide both teachers and students with ongoing information about learning and student progress, 2) to adapt teaching and learning to meet student needs and 3) to further shape the instructional process and improve learning.  



	Assessment as Learning


	*See Formative Assessment

	Assessment for Learning


	*See Formative Assessment

	Assessment of Learning
	*See Summative Assessment


	Assessment, Large Scale
	A form of student assessment which is group-administered and involves a standard process.  Administration of these assessments is on a ‘large scale’ in comparison to classroom assessments.  


	Tend to be summative and an assessment of learning, providing student performance information for decision-making and planning at the provincial, district, school and student levels.  Allows comparisons to be made among students province-wide.  
Examples:  District-wide assessments, the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA), provincial exams.



	Assessment, Performance

	*See Authentic Assessment

	Assessment, Standardized
	A standardized assessment is one that is administered and scored in a uniform manner. Assessments are designed in such a way that questions, conditions for administering scoring procedures and interpretations are consistent.  Scores are often norm-referenced.

	Provide summative information and outcome data.
Examples:  Canadian Test of Basic Skills (CTBS), Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests, Canadian Achievement Test (CAT 3)

	Assessment, Summative
(also known as ‘Assessment of Learning’)
	The attempt to summarize student learning at some point in time.  Used to identify the learning that has occurred, and to report to parents and students about student progress in school. 


	Provides teachers with evidence of student achievement.  Used to find out what students have learned and how successful instructional practices have been.  Its focus is on outcomes or effects.  Generally done at the end of a unit, course or grade and can involve tests, projects or assignments.

Examples:   Unit tests, provincial exams, Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)



	Baseline
	The initial information collected to provide a standard against which future outcomes can be compared.  

	A good starting point in tracking student achievement over time. When established, it can be compared to future results.


	Cohort
	A term used to describe a group of students of similar age sharing common classroom experiences. 

	Cohort sampling is a way of tracking student progress over time. 



	Criterion-Referenced

*See also  Norm-Referenced

	Criterion-referenced assessments measure how well individual students perform relative to pre-determined performance levels.  Students are not compared to each other and a student’s grade is not influenced by the ability of the class.


	Used to determine how well each student has learned specific knowledge or skills.  

Example:  BC Performance Standards 




	Data


	Information that is observable and measurable and used for discussion and analysis to improve performance. 
	Important in finding out about student achievement across BC. Data can be summarized to describe themes, trends or patterns which tell a story about students and the education system.

Examples:  completion rates, behavioural incidents, students’ perceptions of school safety.


	Demographics
	Characteristics that define a particular group of people.

	Used to better understand the context of a school or district.  Also useful in comparing the experiences of different groups within a school or district.
Examples:  age, income, ethnic origin, male/female



	Disaggregating  Data
	The breaking down of information by sub-groups such as ethnicity, home language, geographic location, male/female or age.


	Helps to identify groups who may require specific or additional help in school.  It provides a closer view of what is happening with certain student populations.



	Dogwood Completion Rate
	A measure of the percentage of students who graduate within six years from the time they enrol in Grade 8.

	One measure used to assess student and school performance.


	Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)
	An annual, province-wide large-scale assessment that provides a snapshot of how well BC students are learning basic skills in reading, comprehension, writing and numeracy.

	Results assist the province, school districts, schools and school planning councils in evaluating how well basic skills are being addressed and can be used to make plans to improve student achievement.



	Goal

*See also Objectives and Targets

	Broad statement of intent that describes a school/district’s direction and its intentions to address areas in need of improvement, based on evidence of student performance.


	Clear goals help to focus district priorities for improving student learning.

	Grade-to-Grade Transition
	The percentage of students who enter a grade for the first time from a lower grade, or those who make the transition from a lower grade to a higher grade within BC in the following year.


	Used to help track student success within a school, or across the province as a student proceeds from one grade to the next. 

	Mathematics assessments (School or District developed)
	Focus on student achievement in performance tasks related to numeracy, either written tests or a combination of both.


	Form part of the evidence teachers use to make overall judgments about student achievement.

Results of math assessments provide direction for strategies and instructional planning.




	MSK
	Abbreviation for the word Mask. 


	Used in BC reports when reporting numbers or percentages that are too small to prove statistically valid, or that might allow students to be identified.



	Norm-referenced

*See also Criterion-referenced

	Norm-referenced assessments measure and compare how well students perform in relationship to one another. 

	To use norm-referenced evaluation appropriately, a student’s achievement must be compared with a reference group large enough to represent the population.  Not meant for classroom assessment.  Examples of use include large scale system analysis, determining ranking for scholarships, diagnosing students with learning difficulties using standardized tests.  


	Objective
	Statements that focus goals into more specific areas of attention.  
	Objectives are used in planning and help narrow the focus of a goal.



	Participation Rates
	The portion of students taking part in an assessment, versus the portion excused.  May be documented in numbers or percentages.


	Important to consider when interpreting the results of an assessment.  Participation rates enable a better understanding of the sample and may shed light on the reasons for certain results.



	Provincial Exams
	A provincial large-scale assessment designed to allow individual students to demonstrate they have met provincial graduation requirements.  

	Used as part of the graduation requirements.  They provide summative information and allow for comparisons to be made among students taking the test province-wide.
  

	Qualitative Data
	Qualitative Data is evidence rich in detail or description, usually textual or narrative.


	Used to provide complete detailed description. Allows for fine distinctions to be drawn because it is not necessary to fit the data into a finite number of classifications. Ambiguities can be recognised in the analysis.
Examples:  photographs, autobiographies, case studies, interviews, perceptions of school safety.


	Quantitative Data
	Information that can be expressed in numerical terms, counted, or compared on a scale.


	Used to count and classify features and construct statistical models in an attempt to explain what is observed.  Findings can be generalized to a larger population, and direct comparisons can be made.

Examples: number of students arriving late for class, test scores, percentage of students “meeting expectations”



	Rationale
	The reason why something is being done.  


	Providing a rationale captures the information considered in developing the goals, objectives and/or actions taken.  A rationale may include the data, context and values that have been considered.


	Reading Assessments (School or District developed) 
	Various; typically focuses on assessment of student achievement in terms of reading fluency, accuracy, and/or comprehension.


	Used to consider the needs of students in order to make decisions about student learning, instruction and intervention.

Results form part of the evidence teachers use to make overall judgments about student achievement and can provide direction for strategies to be implemented.



	Reliability
	Reliability refers to the "consistency" or "repeatability" of results over time.
	A means of determining the legitimacy of information.


	Report Cards
	Report Cards document information about individual student progress during the school year.
They are prescribed by school act.

	A permanent record of student achievement over the course of the year that provide parents and students with a view of overall progress and achievement.  Can also be used for assessment data and goal setting.


	Rubric
	A rubric is a scoring guide used in subjective assessments.  Rubrics provide an explicit description of what ‘performance’ should look like and how that performance should be scored according to a particular rating scale.  


	Used to assess student performance by making teachers’ expectations clear and by showing students how to meet these expectations.

Example:  BC Performance Standards.

	Satisfaction Survey
	Administered yearly by the Ministry of Education to gather opinions from students, parents and school staff on achievement, human and social development, and safety. 

	Provide summative and formative information.  Results are reported publicly, and are often part of school plans and accountability contracts.

	Social Responsibility observation instruments (School/classroom)

	Instruments that provide information about group behaviour and identify patterns of behaviour.


	Used to identify patterns of behaviour in order to plan intervention and to track changes over time.

	Strategy
	Strategies are activities, approaches, or processes that outline how objectives or goals will be achieved. Strategies are formed using research, best practice and innovative thinking.


	Used in classrooms and schools to help realize goals.

Examples:  primary reading intervention program, development of new Aboriginal curriculum, parent sessions to help parents with strategies for helping their children in math.




	Structure
	Structures support strategies. They reflect the way the district has organized resources, time, personnel and organizational planning to support the achievement of goals and objectives. 


	Used to organize resources to support learning. 
Examples:  Changes to timetable, staffing, targeted funding.  



	Target
	Clearly articulated expectations for short-term (1-2 years) and long-term (3-5 years) results.
	Targets are directly linked to established goals and objectives.  They describe the desired level of student performance to be attained as well as the anticipated time frame for achievement.



	Validity
	The accuracy or truthfulness of a measurement. It is the extent to which a procedure or instrument measures what is supposed to be measured.

	A means of determining the legitimacy of information.
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